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his full share of such fighting as fell to the British
lot.

In the early months of the year the Germans
had withdrawn from the French front a con-
siderable force for an offensive against Russia.
The French Commander-in-Chief decided to
take advantage of the weakening of the German
line by a general attack, and Haig's Army was
ordered to participate by an attack which was
to have the limited objective of freeing his Army
from the low-lying country in which the troops
stood knee-deep in water-logged trenches.

Neuve Chapelle^ March

There ensued, in March 1915, the battle of
Neuve Chapelle. It was Haig's first experience of
controlling an attack as an Army Commander
rather than directing it at close quarters in com-
mand of a Corps. The first day's fighting, care-
fully planned to the last detail, and using for the
first time in the war the artillery barrage to help
the infantry, was strikingly successful in attaining
the objective with little loss. But thereafter the
attack failed to make progress. There was not
yet sufficient British strength in France to carry
an attack onward to its full development. But
although the battle did not achieve full success,
yet it accomplished much, advancing the British
line for a considerable distance over a broad
front. And it had other and more far-reaching
results than the mere gain of the ground. Atten-
tion was focused on the ist Army. The British had